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Mumbai has been the target of terrorism since the Dawood Ibrahim financed attacks of 1993, which killed over 250. The next attack was in 2003 

when 50 people died; then in 2006 a string of bombings in local trains killed 200. And now these attacks,which has turned south Mumbai into a place of horror. 

Intelligence reports have warned since early this year that an attack on Mumbai was likely. The home ministry had warned that there was a high likelihood of terrorists using coastal routes to strike Indian targets. 

So how was it that terrorists with bags full of weapons and explosives could land at a Mumbai dock unchallenged, walk into hotels, restaurants and hospitals firing at will and kill the head of the Anti-Terrorism Squad? Why weren’t the docks secured, the hotel security systems working, and the Mumbai police wearing proper protective gear? Why are our security communities so seemingly incapable of taking either preventive or interceptive measures? 

The people of Mumbai are saying ‘Never again’ and they are right. Let us hope the state and central governments are listening. Though it has been truly sad to hear Mumbai’s intelligentsia and much of its industry express complete disillusionment with government, several useful recommendations have emerged from their impassioned comments. 

First, the Centre has to immediately set up the newly announced federal authority to deal with terrorism. It should work with and include, at an advisory level, members of industry, independent policy analysts and civil society representatives with field experience. 

These groups are not shy of learning from international expertise and they have different organisational skills, which could complement the skills of our security forces on the ground. They could also help improve the planning of concrete security reforms and the monitoring of coordination between different security organisations. 

Similarly, the Maharashtra government could benefit from consultation with business and civil society leaders on how to improve security in Mumbai. 

Of course, the most important step is to pay adequate salaries to our police forces and to properly equip and train them. It is scandalous that after 15 years of increasing attacks, our anti-terrorist and special police squads lack the most basic equipment, from chin to waist bullet proof vests to helmets that actually cover the head. 

Do the Mumbai police own even one helicopter that could have intercepted the terrorists as they careened across the city? Have any of them been sent to train in countries such as the US, UK and Spain, which have successfully prevented repeat attacks? 

Second, the Indian government has to get tough with Pakistan about making the Joint Counter-Terrorism Mechanism work. According to the police and security forces, one of the arrested terrorists is Pakistani; others have been heard speaking “with a Punjabi accent”. 

If any of the terrorists are indeed found to be Pakistani, we need to know who motivated them, who trained and equipped them, who provided their logistical support, and who financed them. And we need action taken. 
India is likely to have the support of the US and European countries in seeking Pakistan’s cooperation. 

Though there are analysts who warn that a strong Indian response could be a tipping point for Pakistan, which is itself at war with extremism, a weak response will exponentially multiply the threat of communal violence in India, and it will not help Pakistan. Both countries desperately need to improve their rule of law, and substantive cooperation under the Joint Counter-Terrorism Mechanism is a critical way to do so. 

In a promising response to India’s request, the Pakistani ISI chief is coming to India today. It is to be hoped that he will agree to concrete measures to curb groups like the Lashkar and Jaish, both of whom have been involved in terrorist attacks against India. Equally, if not more important, is to persuade him to take action against Dawood Ibrahim. 

Eight years ago, in the run up to the Agra summit, the then deputy prime minister L K Advani, asked for the custody of Dawood Ibrahim, who shuttles between Dubai and Karachi. He gave President Musharraf a fat file of evidence showing Ibrahim’s involvement in the 1993 blasts. 

Despite his former gang having been broken up, he still retains links with Mumbai’s financial underworld. He could, perhaps, provide leads to the current terrorists’ financing. Questioning him could help unravel terrorist financing networks that affect not only India and Pakistan but also the Gulf countries and South-East Asia. 

It is likely that the ISI will continue to be reluctant to take action. In that case India still has the option of seeking cooperation with the UAE to question Ibrahim in Dubai, and can also enlist international support in that quest. 

Finally, it is heartening to see this time the Indian government is taking prompt action to identify all the true culprits of the Mumbai blasts. If they can sustain the effort, we Indians might at last have an opportunity to believe our leaders are committed to the rule of law. 
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